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REPORT STRUCTURE AND DATA SOURCES 

The five Toronto District School Board (TDSB) Student Group Overviews presented in this report 
are organized alphabetically. Each section presents a different student group. Four of the five 
student group overviews (Afghan, Portuguese-speaking, Somali--speaking, and Spanish-
speaking students) have the same report structure because the data sources used for these 
four groups were the same. One student group overview, Aboriginal Heritage students, used 
only information from the TDSB’s 2011-12 Student and Parent Census. Therefore, the 
Aboriginal Heritage section follows a different report structure. Table 1 shows the demographic 
and achievement variables examined in these four student group overviews: Afghan, 
Portuguese-speaking, Somali-speaking, and Spanish-speaking students.  
 

Table 1:  Area of Research, Variable Names, and Data Sources 

Area of Research Variable Name Data Source 

1. Demographic 

Regions of Birth 

School Information Systems 
Dataset 

Gender 

School Panel 

Families of Schools (FOS) 

Language School Information Systems 
Dataset and the TDSB’s 2011 

Student Census 
Race 

Family Structure 
TDSB’s 2011 Student Census 

Parental Education 

2. Student Achievement 
Cohort Results 

Graduation 

TDSB’s 2000-05 to 2008-13 
Grade 9 Cohorts 

Graduation by Gender 

Post-secondary Pathways 

Post-secondary Confirmations 

3. Student Achievement 
Annual Results 

Grade 9 Credit Accumulation 

Secondary Success 
Indicators Dataset 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 

Annual Suspension Rates 

Absenteeism Rates 

Grades 7-8 Reading, Writing, and 
Mathematics 

4. Grade 9 and 10  
Programs of Study 

Majority of Academic Courses 
Majority of Applied Courses 

Secondary Success 
Indicators Dataset 

5. Special Education Needs Special Education Needs categories 
School Information 

Systems Dataset 

 

Presentation of Data 
The variables of study are presented within each section using text and graphs to explain 
differences and trends between the student group and the overall TDSB population. In addition, 
a Geographical Information System was used to map the varying geographical distribution of 
certain student groups. The maps in this report are presented using smaller areas called 
Families of Schools (FOS) to show the numbers of students from each student group and their 
patterns of residence.  
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Using Socio-demographic Data 
It is common in the TDSB to examine socio-demographic data for different student groups. The 
term socio-demographic identifies a group of variables that represent student or group 
characteristics such as age, gender, family, and neighbourhood of residence. Socio-
demographic information is useful because it can show how different factors that are shared 
within a group of students may impact their education differently from other groups. Socio-
demographic data can show where external challenges may exist and can help to inform the 
different strategies or programs developed which assist students impacted by challenging 
factors. Essentially, it is a recognition that what may work for one student may not work for 
another because socio-demographic characteristics can impact students in one way or can 
intersect and result in multiple levels of impact. Socio-demographic data can help explain how 
students are faced with varying and often multiple challenges and can be lacking in different 
areas of resources or support thereby creating opportunity gaps amongst a school population.  
 

Data Sources used in The Toronto District School Board’s Student Group Overviews 

A. School Information Systems Dataset 
The School Information Systems (SIS) dataset is comprised of three data downloads throughout 
the school year: October 31, March 31, and June 30. This SIS dataset is used for demographic 
analysis of students by the TDSB’s Research and Information Services department. The data 
presented in this report uses student information as of March 31 in the school year. 
 
B. The Toronto District School Board’s 2011-12 Student and Parent Census 
The TDSB’s 2011-12 Student and Parent Census is used at different levels within the school 
board to help guide and inform new school board initiatives, expand programs, support schools 
and students, and plan for the future. The TDSB’s wealth of Census information is consistently 
relied upon across the school board by different staff, departments, and administrators to 
adapt to changes in the student population, plan supports, and develop better ways to improve 
student achievement. The Census results also provide information on certain groups of 
students which has been employed in this report.  
 
C. The Toronto District School Board’s Grade 9 Cohort Studies 
The TDSB has completed its ninth successive Grade 9 Cohort Study. The TDSB’s Cohort Studies 
follow students in Grade 9 over five years. The first TDSB Grade 9 Cohort began in 2000 and 
followed that cohort of students until 2005. The students are followed for five years because 
this represents the length of time it takes most Ontario students to complete secondary school.  
The most recent TDSB 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort study included 16,409 TDSB students who began 
Grade 9 in 2008 and were followed for five years up to October 31, 2013.  
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SECTION 1: THE TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S STUDENT GROUP 
OVERVIEWS, ABORIGINAL HERITAGE STUDENTS 

 

Executive Summary 
The Student Group Overviews were created to share achievement information for groups of 
students who have shown gaps when compared to the overall Toronto District School Board 
(TDSB) results.  Overviews have been created for students with Aboriginal Heritage, Afghan 
students, and students speaking Portuguese, Somali, and Spanish. The Overviews show how 
progress has been made in certain areas, and how many achievement gaps have decreased 
over time. 
 

Key findings for Aboriginal Heritage Students: 
 Aboriginal Heritage students had a Year 4 graduation rate of 50% - which is 20% lower than 

the overall TDSB graduation rate. Aboriginal Heritage students also had a higher percentage 
of students attending Year 5 or longer, and dropping out. 

 Aboriginal Heritage students had 26% applying to university only, 10% applying to college 
only, 2% applying to both university and college, and 62% not applying to post-secondary. In 
comparison, the TDSB population was as follows: university only applicants were 50%, 
about double compared to Aboriginal Heritage students (25%), and somewhat lower in the 
TDSB for college only (6%) and non-applicants in the TDSB was 40%; which was 22% lower 
when compared to Aboriginal Heritage students.  

 Grade 9 Credit Accumulation for Aboriginal Heritage students showed 33% completed 
fewer than eight credits by the end of the school year; over twice the percentage of the 
TDSB results. 

 Aboriginal Heritage students had a lower proportion of students achieving at or above the 
provincial standard (Level 3 or 4) in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics compared to the 
overall TDSB results. 

 A lower proportion of Aboriginal Heritage students took courses in the Academic Program 
of Study (48% compared to 66% for the TDSB) and a higher proportion took courses in 
Applied (41% compared to 25% for the TDSB) and other Programs of Study. 

  
The TDSB continues to make concentrated efforts in uncovering and overcoming achievement 
or opportunity gaps amongst particular groups of students. It is hoped that trend analysis of 
achievement levels will help the TDSB in achieving student success for all. 
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Information from the Toronto District School Board’s 2011-12 Student and  
Parent Census 
The results for Aboriginal Heritage students were collected using information from the Toronto 
District School Board’s (TDSB) 2011-12 Student and Parent Census. In this case, information was 
taken from a Census variable called ‘self-identified race’ as well as from ‘ethnicity’ questions. 
This provided a composite or group of students who identified themselves as having Aboriginal 
Heritage. In total, there were 2,567 Aboriginal Heritage students which accounted for 1.4% of 
the TDSB student population (based on the TDSB’s 2011-12 Student and Parent Census 
responses). A demographic snapshot of the Aboriginal Heritage group of students includes:   
 

 99% were born in Canada,  

 91% spoke English only, 

 48% were male and 52% female (a direct inverse of the overall TDSB gender breakdown of 
52% male and 48% female),  

 61% were in the elementary school panel (slightly lower than the overall TDSB elementary 
school proportion at 68%), and 

 39% were in the secondary school panel (slightly higher than the overall TDSB secondary 
school proportion at 32%). 

 

Maps of Aboriginal Heritage Students from the Toronto District School Board’s  
2011-12 Student and Parent Census 
The breakdown of this Aboriginal Heritage group of students by their Families of Schools (FOS) 
was: Area A 17%, Area B 37%, Area C 36%, and Area D 10%. Figure 1.1 presents the geographic 
distribution of the 2,567 Aboriginal Heritage students by the percentage of students based on 
the school attended and showing FOS boundaries. The TDSB also uses Wards to show student 
populations. In Figure 1.2 the Aboriginal Heritage students are shown by percentage within 
each Ward. 
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Figure 1.1:  Percentage of TDSB Aboriginal Heritage Students by Families of School, 2011-12 

 

 
Figure 1.2:  Percentage of TDSB Aboriginal Heritage Students by Ward, 2011-12 
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Socio-demographic Information 

Self-identified Race Categories 
The majority of this group of Aboriginal Heritage students (52%) identified themselves as 
White; 24% as Mixed ethno-cultural Heritage; and 24% identified themselves as Aboriginal. This 
important information confirms that Aboriginal status is a complex social construct and 
therefore should not be considered a strictly racial category. 
 
Family Structure 
The student’s family structure is an important socio-demographic variable because one parent 
families tend to be associated with lower income levels. A majority of Aboriginal Heritage 
students (60%) lived with both parents, but this proportion was 20% lower than the total TDSB 
population where 80% of students reported a two parent family structure.    
 
Parental Education  
It has been shown that the education level of a student’s parent(s) can be a factor in student 
achievement. For Aboriginal Heritage students they were less likely to have parents with a 
university education (32%) and this was nearly 20% lower when compared to 51% for the 
overall TDSB having students with university educated parents.  
 

Parental Occupation 
Another socio-demographic variable that was examined from the TDSB’s Census was parental 
occupation. Aboriginal Heritage students were slightly less likely to have parents from 
professional senior management occupations (19%); compared to 24% for the overall TDSB, 
and more likely to have parents with Non-remunerative occupations (22%); compared to 17% 
for the full system. 
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Student Achievement Information 

Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 
The TDSB student achievement information representing elementary school students is 
reported across three main categories: Reading, Writing, and Mathematics. In this comparison, 
the percentages represent students who achieved Level 3 or 4 (at or above the provincial 
standard).  
 
The elementary school achievement results for this group of Aboriginal Heritage students in 
Grades 7 and 8 were: 59% of Aboriginal Heritage students achieved Level 3 or 4 in Reading 
compared to 72% for the TDSB, 58% of Aboriginal Heritage students achieved Level 3 or 4 in 
Writing compared to 70% for the TDSB, and 48% of Aboriginal Heritage students achieved Level 
3 or 4 in Mathematics, compared to 70% for the TDSB. Figure 1.3 shows that Aboriginal 
Heritage students in Grades 7 and 8 had a lower proportion of students achieving  at or above 
the provincial standard (Level 3 or 4) in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics than that of the 
overall TDSB.  

Figure 1.3:  Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 

 
 
Grade 9 Credit Accumulation 
The Grade 9 Credit Accumulation variable is used to explore the proportion of Year 1 (Grade 9) 
students who, by the end of Summer School 2012, had completed fewer than 8 credits, putting 
them at-risk of not graduation on time, possibly dropping out of secondary school, or not 
applying to post-secondary. 
 
Overall, TDSB results show that 15% of students in Grade 9 completed fewer than eight credits 
by the end of Grade 9 in the 2011-12 school year. Figure 1.4 shows that compared to these 
overall TDSB results, Grade 9 Credit Accumulation for Aboriginal Heritage students had 33% 
students who completed fewer than eight credits; over twice the TDSB results. 
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Figure 1.4:  Grade 9 Credit Accumulation (completed fewer than eight credits) 

 
Grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, 2012 
The Grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) for all first-time eligible TDSB 
students (including those exempted from the test) showed 73% successfully completed the 
OSSLT in 2012.  Figure 1.5 shows that amongst Aboriginal Heritage students, 66% successfully 
completed the OSSLT, somewhat lower than the TDSB total. 

Figure 1.5:  Grade 10 OSSLT Successfully Completed, 2012 

 

 
Year 4 (Grade 12) Graduation Outcomes, 2011-12 
When student achievement is being examined for a group of students an important student 
outcome is Grade 12 Graduation. The TDSB uses a large collection of student information from 
its Secondary Success Indicators (SSI) database to look at graduation for secondary school 
students. Grade 12 Graduation can also be called Year 4 graduation1 because students will tend 
to graduate after attending 4 years of secondary school however, some students return to 
secondary school for another year (Year 5) or longer.   

                                            
1
 Grade 12 or Year 4 graduation outcomes are usually examined with the TDSB’s Grade 9 Cohort data. The cohort data follows 

the same group of students in Grade 9 through their secondary school years for 5 years. This was not possible with Aboriginal 
Heritage students who completed the TDSB’s 2011 Student Census because the numbers were too low or students left their 
cohort and therefore did not have a record within the TDSB dataset. Therefore, Grade 12 or Year 4 graduation outcomes and 
post-secondary applications of Aboriginal Heritage students have been examined using the 2011-12 Secondary Success 
Indicators database and not the Grade 9 Cohort data. 
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This information is for secondary school students who attended Grade 12 or their fourth year in 
the fall of 2011; one year later (in the fall of 2012), graduation results for this group showed 
that 70% had graduated; 22% returned for another year of school; 6% had dropped out; and 3% 
had transferred to another school board. Figure 1.6 shows that compared to overall TDSB 
results, Grade 12 (Year 4) Aboriginal Heritage students had a lower graduation rate (50%), a 
higher proportion of students returning the next year (34%), a higher annual dropout rate 
(12%), and the percentage of students transferring to another school board was the same (3%). 

Figure 1.6: Year 4 (Grade 12) Graduation Outcomes, 2011-12 

 

Grades 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 
Program of Study is a student achievement variable that is examined in association with 
student pathways following their secondary school outcomes. There are different levels of 
secondary school courses offered to students: Academic, Applied, and Locally-
developed/Essentials. Consistent findings report that students taking a majority of Grade 9 and 
10 courses in the Academic Program of Study have higher rates for graduating on-time2 and 
also higher rates of post-secondary application and registration.  
 
For TDSB secondary school students in the 2011-12 school year, 66% took a majority of their 
Grade 9 and 10 courses in the Academic Program of Study, 25% took Applied, 4% took Locally-
developed/Essentials, while 5% took No Identifiable Program of Study3 (see Figure 1.7).   
 
Figure 1.7 shows that in comparison to the overall TDSB student population, a lower proportion 
of Aboriginal Heritage students took courses in the Academic Program of Study and a higher 
proportion took courses in other Programs of Study. The Program of Study results for Aboriginal 
Heritage students was: 48% took Academic Program of Study, 41% took Applied, 8% took 
Locally-developed/Essentials, and 3% had No Identifiable Program of Study in Grades 9 to 10.  

                                            
2
 On-time graduation is defined here as graduation within 5 years. 

3
 This includes both students in Special Education and students arriving from other countries in Grades 11 and 12 
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Figure 1.7:  Grades 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 

 

Year 4 (Grade 12) Post-secondary Applications, 2012 
Students graduating from secondary school is becoming the expected outcome and graduates 
heading to post-secondary is becoming the norm. Overall, results for TDSB Year 4 (Grade 12) 
students during the 2011-12 school year with intentions to attend post-secondary in 2012-134 
were: 50% applied to university only, 4% applied to both university and college, 6% applied to 
college only, while 40% did not apply.  
 
Figure 1.8 shows that compared to the overall TDSB results, Year 4 (Grade 12) Aboriginal 
Heritage students had approximately half the proportion of students applying to only university 
(26%), around half the proportion applying to both university and college (2%), and a  
somewhat higher proportion applying to only college (10%). The majority (62%) of Aboriginal 
Heritage students did not apply that year to an Ontario post-secondary institution; 22% higher 
than the overall TDSB results for students who did not apply.  

Figure 1.8:  Year 4 (Grade 12) Post-secondary Applications, 2012 

 

 
                                            
4
 The 2012 application cycle for Ontario post-secondary institutions includes TDSB students that attended school in 2011-12 

and had plans to attend an Ontario post-secondary institution in the 2012-13 school year. 
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As shown in Figure 1.6, the percentage of Aboriginal Heritage students returning to the TDSB 
for another year of secondary school was 34%; comparatively, 12% higher than the overall 
TDSB results and therefore it is possible that these Aboriginal Heritage students may have 
applied to post-secondary in a fifth or sixth year of secondary school.  
 

Annual Suspension Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, the percentage of TDSB students suspended by grade groupings 
were: 1% of students in Junior Kindergarten (JK) to Grade 6, 3% of students in Grades 7 to 8, 
and 4% of students in Grades 9 to 12. Figure 1.9 presents that amongst Aboriginal Heritage 
students, the percentage of students suspended were 2% for students in JK to Grade 6, 7% for 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 8% for students in Grades 9 to 12 students. Suspension rates for 
Aboriginal Heritage students were over twice that of the TDSB population in each grade 
grouping. 

Figure 1.9:  Annual Suspensions, 2011-12 

 

 

Absenteeism Rates, 2011-12 
Absenteeism is a closely observed variable in connection with student achievement. The mean 
absenteeism rate of 10% for Aboriginal Heritage students in Kindergarten was above the TDSB 
rate of 9%, and the absenteeism rate of 9% for Aboriginal Heritage students in the elementary 
school panel (Grades 1 to 8) was 3% above the overall TDSB rate of 6%. The absenteeism rate of 
14% for Aboriginal Heritage students in Grades 9 to 12 was likewise above the overall TDSB 
absenteeism rate for secondary school of 9.5%. Figure 1.10 shows that the 2011-12 school year 
absenteeism rates for Aboriginal Heritage students was higher across all grade groupings.   

Figure 1.10:  Absenteeism Rates, 2011-12 
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Special Education Needs, June 30, 2012  
As of June 30, 2012, for the 2011-12 TDSB student population, 2% had a Gifted exceptionality, 
82% were students without Special Education Needs, and 15% had Special Education Needs 
(excluding Gifted).  Figure 1.11 shows that amongst Aboriginal Heritage students, 2% had a 
Gifted exceptionality (the same as the TDSB), 66% were students without Special Education 
Needs (much lower than the overall TDSB), and 32% had Special Education Needs (excluding 
Gifted) - a rate greater than twice that of the overall TDSB population. 

Figure 1.11:  Aboriginal Heritage and TDSB Students with Special Education Needs, 2012 
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SECTION 2: THE TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S STUDENT GROUP 
OVERVIEWS, AFGHAN STUDENTS 

 

Executive Summary 
The Student Group Overviews were created to share achievement information for groups of 
students who have shown gaps when compared to overall Toronto District School Board (TDSB) 
results.  Overviews have been created for students with Aboriginal Heritage, Afghan students, 
and students speaking Portuguese, Somali, and Spanish. The Overviews show how progress has 
been made in certain areas, and how many achievement gaps have decreased over time. 
  

Key findings for Afghan Students: 
 Afghan students had a graduation rate of 82% - only 1% lower than that of the overall TDSB 

population. 

 Graduation rates for Afghan students have improved by 14% between the 2000 Grade 9 
Cohort and 2008 Grade 9 Cohort. 

 Post-secondary confirmations have increased 17% for Afghan students from the 2000 Grade 
9 Cohort to the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort; TDSB confirmations have increased 10% in that time.  

 Amongst Afghan students, 51% successfully completed the OSSLT in 2012, noticeably lower 
than the overall TDSB results by 18%. 

 In the 2011-12 school year, a lower percentage of Afghan students took the majority of 
courses in the Academic Program of Study (42%) and a higher percentage took Applied 
(46%) when compared to the overall TDSB results (66% Academic and 25% Applied). 

  
The TDSB continues to make concentrated efforts in uncovering and overcoming achievement 
or opportunity gaps amongst particular groups of students. It is hoped that trend analysis of 
achievement levels will help the TDSB in achieving student success for all.  
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Information from the Toronto District School Board’s 2011-12 Student and  
Parent Census 
Almost all (90%) of students who spoke Dari/Pashto and/or were born in Afghanistan identifies 
themselves (or were identified by their parents) as Middle Eastern, 6% identified themselves as 
South Asian while 3% identified themselves as of Mixed ethno-racial heritage. 
 
Afghan students are more likely than TDSB students to live with both parents (84% to 80%). 
Also, the number of parents of Afghan students who have a post-secondary education was 
lower than that of the TDSB (49% to 70%) (see Table 2.1). 
 

Table 2.1: Afghan and TDSB Students, Family Structure and Parental Education, 
TDSB’s 2011 Student Census 

 Afghan Students TDSB Students 

Family Structure  
(2,669 & TDSB 190,618)* 

84% of Afghan students lived with 
Two Parents 

80% of TDSB students lived with Two 
Parents 

Parental Education 
(2,669 & TDSB 190,618) 

3% None 
3% Elementary School 
23% High School 
14% College 
35% University 
22% I don’t know 

1% None 
1% Elementary School 
15% High School 
19% College 
51% University 
13% I don’t know  

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents  Afghan 
students and the second number represents TDSB students. 

 

Maps of Afghan Students, March 31, 2014 
Figures 2.1 and 2.2 look at the geographic distribution of the 3,474 students who spoke 
Dari/Pashto and/or were born in Afghanistan. Figure 2.1 shows the density of students based 
on where the student lives and the Families of Schools boundaries.  Figure 2.2 shows the 
number of Afghan students by Ward, based on where the student attends school. The highest 
concentration of Afghan students is in the central to north eastern part of the city. 
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Figure 2.1: Number of TDSB Afghan Students by Families of Schools,  
March 31, 2014 

Figure 2.2:  Number of TDSB Afghan Students by Ward, March 31, 2014 
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Socio-demographic Information, March 31, 2014  
The demographic information from the School Information Systems (SIS) reflects three 
reporting processes October 31, March 31, and June 30 of each school year. In the TDSB’s 
School Information Systems there are approximately 80 different languages spoken by TDSB 
students. In general, English-speaking students are the largest group, accounting for 45% of 
TDSB students. In the TDSB’s SIS there are approximately 80 different languages spoken by 
TDSB students. In general, English-speaking students are the largest group, accounting for 45% 
of TDSB students.  
 
In trying to examine the Afghan population for the TDSB, there is the difficulty that Afghanistan 
is itself a multi-ethnic and multi-linguistic country.  We therefore used the methodology 
employed for a previous 2012 project with the Learning Partnership1.  Afghanistan students 
were selected if they 1) were born in Afghanistan and/or 2) spoke Dari, or Pashto.  There were 
3,474 students thus selected who attended the TDSB as of March 31, 2014 (see Table 2.2). 
 

Table 2.2: Demographic Overview of Afghan and TDSB Students,  
March 31, 2014 

 Afghan Students 
March 31, 2014 

TDSB Students 
March 31, 2014 

Number of Students 3,474 (1% of TDSB total) 249,550  

Top Four Regions of Birth 1. Canada (46%) 
2. Western Asia (33%) 
3. South Asia (14%) 
4. Central Asia (3%) 

1. Canada (76%) 
2. South Asia (6%) 
3. Eastern Asia (5%) 
4. Western Asia (3%) 

Gender Breakdown 53% Male 
47% Female 

52% Male 
48% Female 

School Panel 68% Elementary 
32% Secondary 

69% Elementary 
31% Secondary 

Families of Schools 
Area of Residence 

17% Area A 
7% Area B 
34% Area C 
42% Area D 

24% Area A 
26% Area B 
25% Area C 
25% Area D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Learning Partnership, “Academic Success for Afghan Boys in the Thorncliffe Park Community: A Shared Responsibility”. 

Toronto, Learning Partnership, 2012. 
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Student Achievement Information, 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort2 

Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 
The percentage of Afghan students achieving Level 3 or 4 in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics 
is about 10% lower than that of the TDSB (see Table 2.3). 
 

Table 2.3: Afghan and TDSB Students’ Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 

 Afghan Students TDSB Students 

Reading Achievement 
(370 & TDSB 30,052)* 

10% Level 0 or 1 
27% Level 2 
63% Level 3 or 4 

6% Level 0 or 1 
22% Level 2 
72% Level 3 or 4 

Writing Achievement 
(369 & TDSB 30,009) 

12% Level 0 or 1 
29% Level 2 
59% Level 3 or 4 

7% Level 0 or 1 
23% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

Mathematics Achievement 
(370 & TDSB 30,137) 

17% Level 0 or 1 
24% Level 2 
59% Level 3 or 4 

10% Level 0 or 1 
20% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is Afghan students and 
the second number is the number of TDSB students. 

 
Grade 9 Credit Accumulation, Secondary Success Indicators, 2011-12 
Fifteen per cent (15%) of TDSB students in Grade 9 completed fewer than eight credits by the 
end of the 2011-12 school year. Completing fewer than eight credits is strongly connected to 
not going to post-secondary within five years.3  Amongst Afghan students, 20% completed 
fewer than eight credits by the end of the 2011-12 school year, somewhat higher than the TDSB 
total.  

 
Grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, 2012 
Seventy-three per cent (73%) of all first-time eligible TDSB students (including those exempted 
from the test) successfully completed the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) in the 
2012 administration. Amongst Afghan students, 51% successfully completed the OSSLT, 
noticeably lower than the TDSB total. 
 
Graduation Rates4  
Afghan students (that is, those born in Afghanistan or speaking Dari/Pashto) have graduation 
rates representative of the TDSB, although somewhat lower post-secondary confirmation rates. 
For graduation, Afghan students had a graduation rate of 82% or only 1% lower than the TDSB 
rate of 83% (see Figure 2.3). This is an improvement of 14% compared to the graduation rate of 
the Afghan Grade 9 Cohort of 2000. Afghan students have been consistently graduating at or 
near TDSB levels.  
                                            
2
 Students who started Grade 9 in Fall 2008 and were followed for five years until October 31, 2013 and  excluding students 

who transferred to another educational system, 83% of students graduated by the end of five years. 
3
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010. 

4
 Graduation is defined as having a record of an Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained. 
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Figure 2.3: Afghan and TDSB Students’ Overall Five Year Graduation
5
 Rates,  

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is Afghan students and 
the second number is the number of TDSB students. 

Graduation Rates and Gender  
Female Afghan students had been graduating at higher rates than their male counterparts in 
the past, but the graduation rate of Afghan males and females were virtually identical at about 
82% each for the 2008 Grade 9 cohort (see Figure 2.4).  

Figure 2.4: Afghan Students’ Five Year Graduations by Gender,  
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is female students and 
the second number is the number of male students. 

                                            
5
 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained. 

73% 
67% 

72% 
78% 

73% 
78% 84% 

89% 
82% 

64% 62% 65% 68% 67% 
59% 

65% 69% 

82% 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

2000-05
(62 & Male

75)*

2001-06
(117 & Male

102)

2002-07
(99 & Male

133)

2003-08
(107 & Male

111)

2004-09
(128 & Male

139)

2005-10
(105 & Male

115)

2006-11
(121 & Male

147)

2007-12
(124 & Male

138)

2008-13
(116 & Male

135)

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

ge
 o

f 
St

u
d

e
n

ts
 

Cohort Year (student attended Grade 9) 

Female Afghan Cohorts Male Afghan Cohorts

69% 72% 73% 74% 76% 78% 79% 80% 

83% 

68% 
64% 

68% 
73% 70% 68% 

74% 
78% 

82% 

0%

30%

60%

90%

2000-05
(137 & TDSB

16,291)*

2001-06
(219 & TDSB

15,924)

2002-07
(232 & TDSB

16,173)

2003-08
(218 & TDSB

16,862)

2004-09
(267 & TDSB

16,010)

2005-10
(220 & TDSB

15,925)

2006-11
(268 & TDSB

16,365)

2007-12
(262 & TDSB

16,549)

2008-13
(251 & TDSB

16,409)

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

ge
 o

f 
St

u
d

e
n

ts
 

Cohort Year (student attended Grade 9) 

TDSB Cohorts Afghan Cohorts



Aboriginal Education 
 

SECTION 2: THE TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S STUDENT GROUP OVERVIEWS,  
AFGHAN STUDENTS 

19 

 

Grades 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 
Previous TDSB research has shown that taking a majority of Grade 9 and 10 courses in the 
Academic Program of Study (POS) is closely associated with on-time graduation and post-
secondary transitions - the bulk of both university and college registrants took Academic 
courses in Grades 9 and 10.6 A lower proportion of Afghan students took courses in the 
Academic Program of Study and a higher proportion took courses in other Programs of Study 
compared with the TDSB: 42% of Afghan students took a majority of their courses in the 
Academic Program of Study, 46% took Applied, 8% took Locally Developed/Essentials while 4% 
took no identifiable Program of Study in Grades 9 and 10 (see Table 2.4). 
 

Table 2.4: Afghan and TDSB Students’ Grade 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 

  Afghan Students 
(N=1,535) 

TDSB Students 
(N=90,838) 

Grade 9 and 10  
Programs of Study 

42% of students took a 
Majority of their courses in 
the Academic POS 

66% of students took a Majority of 
their courses in the Academic POS 

46% of students took a 
Majority of their courses in 
the Applied POS 

25% of students took a Majority of 
their courses in the Applied POS 

8% of students took a 
Majority of their courses in 
the Locally-
developed/Essentials POS 

4% of students took a Majority of 
their courses in the Locally-
developed/Essentials POS 

4% of students took a 
Majority of their courses in 
the No Identifiable POS 

5% of students took a Majority of 
their courses in the No Identifiable 
POS 

 

Post-secondary Pathways  
Overall results for TDSB students in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort were 7% higher for university 
confirmations and 3% higher for college confirmations respectively than the rates from the 
2000 Grade 9 Cohort. Conversely, non-application to post-secondary was lower by 11% for the 
2008 Grade 9 Cohort as compared with the 2000 Grade 9 cohort.  
 
Post-secondary applications7 (2012 and 2013) showed the following results:  
 

 50% of the cohort confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario university 

 16% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario college 

 10% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer (many of those 
students will gain post-secondary entry in future years) for a total of 66% of the cohort 
confirming an offer of admission from an Ontario post-secondary institute (see Table 2.5 
and Figure 2.5). 

                                            
6
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010. 

7
 Direct transition or direct applicants 
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Afghan students also showed marked improvement in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort compared to 
the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort. University and college confirmations were 11% and 6% higher and 
non-applications were 18% lower in 2008.  
 
Afghan students had somewhat lower percentages of confirmed admission to post-secondary 
than the rest of the TDSB:  
 

 33% confirmed an offer of admission to university 

 27% confirmed an offer of admission to college  

 11% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer for a total of 60% 
who confirmed an offer of admission from an Ontario post-secondary institute, or 6% 
below the TDSB rate of 66% (see Table 2.5 and Figure 2.5). 

 
Table 2.5: Afghan and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Pathways 2000 to 2008: 

Students in the Grade 9 Cohorts 

 Confirmed 
University 
in Ontario 

Confirmed 
College in 
Ontario 

Applied to Post-secondary in 
Ontario with No Confirmation 

Did Not Apply to 
Post-secondary 

Afghan 2000 (N=135) 22% 21% 10% 47% 

TDSB 2000 (N=15,371) 43% 13% 9% 35% 

Afghan 2001 (N=219) 25% 18% 12% 45% 

TDSB 2001 (N=15,798) 43% 13% 10% 34% 

Afghan 2002 (N=232) 23% 20% 12% 45% 

TDSB 2002 (N=16,173) 44% 14% 10% 32% 

Afghan 2003 (N=218) 31% 20% 7% 42% 

TDSB 2003 (N=16,862) 44% 14% 9% 33% 

Afghan 2004 (N=267) 27% 26% 12% 35% 

TDSB 2004 (N=16,010) 46% 14% 10% 30% 

Afghan 2005 (N=220) 31% 17% 11% 41% 

TDSB 2005 (N=15,925) 47% 14% 10% 29% 

Afghan 2006 (N=268) 32% 22% 11% 35% 

TDSB 2006 (N=16,364) 47% 14% 10% 29% 

Afghan 2007 (N=262) 32% 21% 11% 36% 

TDSB 2007 (N=16,549) 48% 12% 11% 29% 

Afghan 2008 (N=251) 33% 27% 11% 29% 

TDSB 2008 (N=16,409) 50% 16% 10% 24% 

 

 
Post-secondary confirmations8 increased 17% for Afghan students from the 2000 Grade 9 
Cohort to the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort. TDSB post-secondary confirmations increased 10% from 
the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort to the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort (see Figure 2.5). 

 
 

                                            
8
 Post-secondary confirmation defined here as a university or college confirmation in Ontario. 
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Figure 2.5: Afghan and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Confirmations, 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

Annual Suspension Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, 1% of TDSB students in Junior Kindergarten (JK) to Grade 6, 3% of 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 4% of students in Grades 9 to 12 were suspended over the school 
year.  Amongst Afghan students, this was 1% for students in JK to Grade 6, 3% for students in 
Grades 7 to 8, and 5% for students in Grades 9 to 12. Thus, suspension rates for Afghan 
students were approximately the same as the TDSB total for JK to 8, and slightly above the 
TDSB total in secondary school. 
 

Absenteeism Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, absenteeism rates for Afghan students showed mixed patterns.  The 
mean absenteeism rate of 11% for students in Kindergarten was higher than the TDSB rate of 
9%, and the rate of 7% for elementary school students was slightly higher than the TDSB rate of 
6%. However, the rate of 9% for secondary school students was, in contrast, slightly lower than 
the TDSB secondary school rate of 10%. 
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Special Education Needs, School Information Systems, 2013-14 
The percentage of Afghan students having a record of a Gifted exceptionality is lower than the 
overall TDSB population. Afghan students are also more represented in non-identified Special 
Education Needs and/or having an Individual Education Plan (IEP) only. Also, Afghan students 
are nearly identical to the percentage of TDSB students without Special Education Needs and 
with exceptionalities (excluding Gifted) (see Table 2.6). 
 

Table 2.6: Afghan and TDSB Students with Special Education Needs, 2013-14 

 Afghan Students  
(N=3,474) 

TDSB Students  
(N=249,550) 

Special Education Needs ~0% Identified Gifted 3% Identified Gifted 

84% TDSB Students Without 
Special Education Needs 

83% TDSB Students Without Special 
Education Needs 

5% Exceptionalities (excl. Gifted) 6% Exceptionalities (excl. Gifted) 

11% Non-identified Special Needs 
and/or IEP Only 

8% Non-identified Special Needs and/or 
IEP Only 
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Executive Summary 
The Student Group Overviews were created to share achievement information for groups of 
students who have shown gaps when compared to overall Toronto District School Board (TDSB) 
results.  Overviews have been created for students with Aboriginal Heritage, Afghan students, 
and students speaking Portuguese, Somali, and Spanish. The Overviews show how progress has 
been made in certain areas, and how many achievement gaps have decreased over time. 
 

Key findings for Portuguese-speaking Students: 
 Portuguese-speaking students in the 2007 Grade 9 Cohort had a graduation rate of 70% 

which was 10% below the overall TDSB results for the same cohort.  

 The graduation rate increased 20% for Portuguese-speaking students between the 2000 
Grade 9 Cohort and 2007 Grade 9 Cohort. 

 Post-secondary confirmations for Portuguese-speaking students increased by 20% (23% to 
43%) between the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort and 2007 Grade 9 Cohort; TDSB confirmations 
increased 10%.  

 In the 2011-12 school year , a lower percentage of Portuguese-speaking students took the 
majority of courses in the Academic Program of Study (52%) and a higher percentage took 
Applied (36%) when compared to the overall TDSB results (66% Academic and 25% 
Applied).      

  
The TDSB continues to make concentrated efforts in uncovering and overcoming achievement 
or opportunity gaps amongst particular groups of students. It is hoped that trend analysis of 
achievement levels will help the TDSB in achieving student success for all. 
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Information from the Toronto District School Board’s 2011-12 Student and  
Parent Census 
In comparison with the TDSB’s 2011 Student Census data, students who spoke Portuguese at 
home represented a wide demographic variation. Of the 1,010 students who spoke Portuguese 
at home, 58% self-identified as White, 21% as Latin American, 14% as Mixed, and 6% as Black. 
 
Eighty percent (80%) of Portuguese-speaking students lived with both parents; equal to the 
TDSB’s overall family structure results (see Table 3.1). The percentage of parents of Portuguese-
speaking students who had a post-secondary education was 51% (32% University and 19% 
College); nearly 20% lower than the percentage for the TDSB overall (51% University and 19% 
College) (see Table 3.1). 
 

Table 3.1: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students, Family Structure and Parental Education, 
TDSB’s 2011 Student Census 

 Portuguese-speaking Students TDSB Students 

Family Structure  
(1,010 & TDSB 190,618)* 

80% of Portuguese-speaking 
students lived with Two Parents 

80% of Portuguese-speaking 
students lived with Two 
Parents 

Parental Education  
(1,010 & TDSB  190,618) 

0% None 
4% Elementary School 
26% High School 
19% College 
32% University 
19% I don’t know 

1% None 
1% Elementary School 
15% High School 
19% College 
51% University 
13% I don’t know  

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Portuguese-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. 

 

Maps of Portuguese-speaking Students, March 31, 2014 
Figures 3.1 and 3.2 present the geographic distribution of the 1,4261Portuguese-speaking 
students in the TDSB.  Figure 3.1 looks at the density of students based on where the student 
lives and the Families of Schools (FOS) boundaries. Figure 3.2 shows the number of Portuguese-
speaking students by Ward, based on where the student attends school. The highest 
concentration of Portuguese-speaking students is in the south western part of the city.  

 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 This number of 1,426 Portuguese-speaking students has been collected from the TDSB’s School Information Systems as of 

March 31, 2014. The lower number of Portuguese-speaking students (1,010), referenced in the first paragraph on this page, has 
been collected from the 2011 Student Census. Although the data source and dates differ, both are valid for comparative uses in 
this report. 

 



Aboriginal Education 
 

SECTION 3: THE TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S STUDENT GROUP OVERVIEWS,  
PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING STUDENTS 

25 

 

Figure 3.1: Number of TDSB Portuguese-speaking Students by Families of Schools, 
March 31, 2014 

 
Figure 3.2: Number of TDSB Portuguese-speaking Students by Ward, March 31, 2014 
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Socio-demographic Information, March 31, 2014 
The demographic information from the School Information Systems (SIS) reflects three 
reporting processes October 31, March 31, and June 30 of each school year. In the TDSB’s 
School Information Systems there are approximately 80 different languages spoken by TDSB 
students. In general, English-speaking students are the largest group, accounting for 45% of 
TDSB students. There were 1,426 Portuguese-speaking students present in the Toronto District 
School Board as of March 31, 2014 according to the TDSB’s SIS (see Table 3.2). 
 

Table 3.2: Demographic Overview of Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students,  
March 31, 2014 

 
 

Portuguese-speaking Students  
March 31, 2014 

TDSB Students  
March 31, 2014 

Number of Students 1,426 (1% of TDSB total) 249,550  

Top Four Regions of Birth 1. Canada (72%) 
2. Central/South America & Mexico (13%) 
3. Southern/Western Europe (10%) 
4. Central Africa (3%) 

1. Canada (76%) 
2. South Asia (6%) 
3. Eastern Asia (5%) 
4. Western Asia (3%) 

Gender Breakdown 51% Male 
49% Female 

52% Male 
48% Female 

School Panel 68% Elementary 
32% Secondary 

69% Elementary 
31% Secondary 

Families of Schools  
Area of Residence 

29% Area A 
60% Area B 
4% Area C 
7% Area D 

24% Area A 
26% Area B 
25% Area C 
25% Area D 
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Student Achievement Information, 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort 

Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 
Approximately two-thirds of Portuguese-speaking students in Grades 7 and 8 are reaching the 
provincial standard or higher (Level 3 or 4) in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics; although this 
proportion of students remains lower than that of the overall TDSB population. Seventy percent 
(70%) or more of TDSB students in Grades 7 and 8 are at Level 3 or 4 in Reading, Writing, and 
Mathematics (see Table 3.3).  
 

Table 3.3: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students’ Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12  

 Portuguese-speaking 
Students 

TDSB Students  

Reading Achievement 
(145 & TDSB 30,052)* 

9%   Level 0 or 1 
24% Level 2 
67% Level 3 or 4 

6%   Level 0 or 1 
22% Level 2 
72% Level 3 or 4 

Writing Achievement 
(143 & TDSB 30,009) 

8%   Level 0 or 1 
26% Level 2 
66% Level 3 or 4 

7%   Level 0 or 1 
23% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

Mathematics Achievement 
(145 & TDSB 30,137) 

15% Level 0 or 1 
17% Level 2 
68% Level 3 or 4 

10% Level 0 or 1 
20% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is Portuguese-speaking 
students and the second number is the number of TDSB students. 

 
Grade 9 Credit Accumulation, Secondary Success Indicators, 2011-12 
Fifteen percent (15%) of TDSB students in Grade 9 completed fewer than eight credits by the 
end of the 2011-12 school year. Completing fewer than eight credits is strongly connected to 
not going to post-secondary within five years.2  Amongst Portuguese-speaking students, 25% 
completed fewer than eight credits by the end of the 2011-12 school year; 10% higher than the 
overall TDSB percentage. 
 
Grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, 2012 
Seventy-three percent (73%) of all first-time eligible TDSB students (including those exempted 
from the test) successfully completed the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) in the 
2012 administration. Amongst Portuguese-speaking students, 70% successfully completed the 
OSSLT, only slightly lower than the TDSB total. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
2
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010.  
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Graduation Rates 
Portuguese-speaking students are amongst students with the highest risk in terms of 
graduation compared to the other language groups within the TDSB. As shown in Figure 3.3, the 
current TDSB 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort graduation rate3 is 83%. Results for Portuguese-speaking 
students in the TDSB’s 2007-124 Grade 9 Cohort had a graduation rate of 70%; 10% lower than 
the overall TDSB 2007-12 Grade 9 Cohort graduation rate of 80%. There has been a steady 
improvement in the graduation rates of Portuguese-speaking students across 7 cohort groups 
(see Figure 3.3).  

 
Figure 3.3: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students’ Overall Five Year Graduation

5
 Rates,  

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Portuguese-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. Data has been omitted in the Portuguese-speaking cohort 
groups 2006-11 and 2008-13 because number of students was less than 100. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                            
3
 These students graduated secondary school within five years.  

4
 Using 2007-12 Grade 9 Cohort because the 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort did not have sufficient numbers. 

5
 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.     
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Graduation Rates and Gender 
While female Portuguese-speaking students continue to have a higher graduation rate than 
male Portuguese-speaking students, this gender gap has increased since 2000. Looking at the 
2007-12 Grade 9 Cohort data, male Portuguese-speaking students had a graduation rate of 15% 
lower than female Portuguese-speaking students (64% compared with 79%). In comparison, the 
2000-05 Grade 9 Cohort had a male graduation rate of 48% and 53% for females; a gap of only 
5% (see Figure 3.4). 

Figure 3.4: Portuguese-speaking Students’ Five Year Graduations
6
 by Gender, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is female students and 
the second number is the number of male students. Data has been omitted in the Portuguese-speaking cohort groups 2006-11 
and 2008-13 because number of students was less than 100. 

 

Grades 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 
Previous TDSB research has shown that taking a majority of Grade 9 and 10 courses in the 
Academic Program of Study (POS) is closely associated with on-time graduation and post-
secondary transitions - the bulk of both university and college registrants took Academic 
courses in Grades 9 and 10.7  
 
 

                                            
6
 Graduation is as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.     

7
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010. 
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A lower proportion of Portuguese-speaking students took courses in the Academic Program of 
Study and a higher proportion took courses in other Programs of Study when compared with 
the overall TDSB Programs of Study: 52% of Portuguese-speaking students took a majority of 
their courses in the Academic Program of Study, 36% took Applied, 7% took Locally-
developed/Essentials while 5% took no identifiable Program of Study in Grades 9 and 10 (see 
Table 3.4). 

Table 3.4: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students’ Grade 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12   

 Portuguese-speaking Students 
(N=561) 

TDSB Students  
(N=90,838) 

Grade 9 and 10  
Programs of Study 

52% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Academic POS 

66% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Academic POS 

36% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the of Applied POS 

25% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Applied POS 

7% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Locally-
developed/Essentials POS 

4% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Locally-
developed/Essentials POS 

5% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the No Identifiable POS 

5% of Portuguese-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the No Identifiable POS 

 

Post-secondary Pathways 
Overall results for TDSB students in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort were 7% higher for university 
confirmations and 3% higher for college confirmations respectively than the rates from the 
2000 Grade 9 Cohort. Conversely, non-application to post-secondary was lower by 11% for the 
2008 Grade 9 Cohort as compared with the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort.  
 
Post-secondary applications8 (2012 and 2013) showed the following results:  
 

 50% of the Cohort confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario university, 

 16% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario college, and 

 10% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer (many of those 
students will gain post-secondary entry in future years) for a total of 66% of the cohort 
confirming an offer of admission from an Ontario post-secondary institute (see 
Table 3.5 and Figure 3.5).  

Portuguese-speaking students also showed marked improvement in the 2007-12 Grade 9 
Cohort over the 2000-05 Grade 9 Cohort. University and college confirmations were 15% and 
5% higher, respectively and non-applications were 20% lower in 2007.  
 

                                            
8
 Direct transition or direct applicants 
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Portuguese-speaking students had lower percentages of confirmed admissions to post-
secondary than the overall TDSB results:   
 

 28% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario university 

 15% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario college, 

 9% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer of admission. 
 

This was a total of 43% of the cohort confirming an offer of admission from an Ontario post-
secondary institute which is 23% below the overall TDSB rate of 66% (see Table 3.5 and Figure 
3.5). 

Table 3.5: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Pathways: 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 
Confirmed 
University 
in Ontario 

Confirmed 
College in 
Ontario 

Applied to Post-
secondary in 

Ontario with No 
Confirmation 

Did not Apply to 
Post-secondary 

Portuguese-speaking 2000-05 (N=128) 13% 10% 9% 68% 

TDSB 2000-05 (N=15,371) 43% 13% 9% 35% 

Portuguese-speaking 2001-06 (N=134) 16% 15% 8% 61% 

TDSB 2001-06 (N=15,798) 43% 13% 10% 35% 

Portuguese-speaking 2002-07 (N=151) 16% 13% 11% 60% 

TDSB 2002-07 (N=16,173) 45% 14% 10% 32% 

Portuguese-speaking 2003-08 (N=124) 23% 18% 5% 54% 

TDSB 2003-08 (N=16,862) 44% 14% 9% 33% 

Portuguese-speaking 2004-09 (N=117) 27% 21% 4% 48% 

TDSB 2004-09 (N=16,010) 46% 15% 10% 30% 

Portuguese-speaking 2005-10 (N=121) 30% 16% 6% 49% 

TDSB 2005-10 (N=15,925) 47% 14% 10% 30% 

Portuguese-speaking 2006-11 (N=97) * * * * 

TDSB 2006-11 (N=16,364) 47% 14% 10% 29% 

Portuguese-speaking 2007-12 (N=120) 28% 15% 9% 48% 

TDSB 2007-12 (N=16,549) 48% 12% 11% 29% 

Portuguese-speaking 2008-13 (N=87) * * * * 

TDSB 2008-13 (N=16,409) 50% 16% 10% 24% 
*Data has been omitted in the Portuguese-speaking cohort groups 2006-11 and 2008-13 because number of students was less 
than 100. 
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Post-secondary confirmations9 for Portuguese-speaking students were 23% from the TDSB’s 
2000-05 Grade 9 Cohort and have increased to 43% for the TDSB’s 2007-12 Grade 9 Cohort; an 
increase of 20% over eight cohorts. In comparison, the percentage of the overall TDSB post-
secondary confirmations increased 10% over the last nine cohorts (56% in 2000 to 66% in 2008) 
(see Figure 3.5). 

 
Figure 3.5: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Confirmations, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is Portuguese-speaking 
students and the second number is the number of TDSB students. Data has been omitted in the Portuguese-speaking cohort 
groups 2006-11 and 2008-13 because number of students was less than 100. 

Annual Suspension Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, 1% of TDSB students in Junior Kindergarten (JK) to Grade 6, 3% of 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 4% of students in Grades 9 to 12 were suspended over the school 
year. Amongst Portuguese-speaking students this was 1% for students in JK to Grade 6, 3% for 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 4% for students in Grades 9 to 12. Thus, suspension rates for 
Portuguese-speaking students were the same as the TDSB total for JK to Grade 8 and in 
secondary school. 

Absenteeism Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, Portuguese-speaking students had slightly higher absenteeism rates 
when compared to the overall TDSB across all grade ranges. In JK-Senior Kindergarten (SK), 
Portuguese-speaking students had an absenteeism rate of 11% compared to the overall TDSB 
rate of 9%. Portuguese-speaking students in Grades 1-8, had an absenteeism rate of 7% 

                                            
9
 Post-secondary confirmation defined here as a university or college confirmation in Ontario. 
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compared to the overall TDSB rate of 6%. Lastly, Portuguese-speaking students in Grades 9-12, 
had an absenteeism rate of 12% compared to the TDSB rate of 10%. 
 

Special Education Needs, School Information Systems, 2013-14  
The percentage of Portuguese-speaking students having a record of a Gifted exceptionality (1%) 
is lower than the overall TDSB percentage. The percentage of Portuguese-speaking students 
being recorded in the category of non-identified students with Special Education Needs (SEN) 
and/or students having an Individual Education Plan (IEP) only is 9% and exceptionalities 
excluding Gifted is 9%. These results are higher than the overall TDSB percentage of students 
being recorded as non-identified students with SEN and/or students having an IEP only (8%) 
and exceptionalities excluding Gifted (6%). The percentage of Portuguese-speaking students 
without a record of SEN is 81%; lower than the overall TDSB percentage of students without a 
record of SEN 83% (see Table 3.6). 
 

Table 3.6: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students with Special Education Needs, 2013-14  

 Portuguese-speaking Students 
(N=1,426) 

TDSB Students  
(N=249,550) 

Special Education Needs 1% Identified Gifted 3% Identified Gifted 

81% Students without Special 
Education Needs 

83% Students without Special 
Education Needs 

9% Exceptionalities (excluding 
Gifted) 

6% Exceptionalities (excluding 
Gifted) 

9% Non-identified Special Education 
Needs and/or IEP Only 

8% Non-identified Special 
Education Needs and/or IEP Only 
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SECTION 4: THE TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S STUDENT GROUP 
OVERVIEWS, SOMALI-SPEAKING STUDENTS  

 

Executive Summary 
The Student Group Overviews were created to share achievement information for groups of 
students who have shown gaps when compared to overall Toronto District School Board (TDSB) 
results. Overviews have been created for students with Aboriginal Heritage, Afghan students, 
and students speaking Portuguese, Somali, and Spanish. The Overviews show how progress has 
been made in certain areas, and how many achievement gaps have decreased over time. 
  

Key findings for Somali-speaking Students: 
 Somali-speaking students had a comparable graduation rate (80%) with the overall TDSB in 

the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort. 

 Graduation rates for Somali-speaking students have increased 27% between the 2000 
Grade 9 Cohort and the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort. 

 Post-secondary confirmations have increased for Somali-speaking students by 25% (37% to 
62%) between the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort and 2008; TDSB had a 10% increase. 

 Amongst Somali-speaking students 63% successfully completed the OSSLT in 2012; 10% 
lower than the overall TDSB results.  

 In the 2011-12school year, approximately half of Somali-speaking students were achieving 
at the provincial standard (Levels 3 and 4) in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics; about 20% 
lower than the overall TDSB results. 

  
The TDSB continues to make concentrated efforts in uncovering and overcoming achievement 
or opportunity gaps amongst particular groups of students. It is hoped that trend analysis of 
achievement levels will help the TDSB in achieving student success for all. 
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Information from the Toronto District School Board’s 2011-12 Student and  
Parent Census 
Somali-speaking students are less likely than students of the TDSB to live with both parents 
(71% to 80%). The number of parents of Somali-speaking students who have a post-secondary 
education was also lower than that of the TDSB (55% to 70%) (see Table 4.1).  
 

Table 4.1: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students, Family Structure and Parental Education,  
TDSB’s 2011 Student Census 

 Somali-speaking Students TDSB Students 

Family Structure 
(3,488 & TDSB 190,618)* 

71% Two Parents 80% Two Parents 

Parental Education 
(3,297 & TDSB 190,618) 

2% None 
2% Elementary School 
20% High School 
21% College 
34% University 
21% I don’t know 

1% None 
1% Elementary School 
15% High School 
19% College 
51% University 
13% I don’t know  

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Somali-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. 

 

Maps of Somali-speaking Students, March 31, 2014 
Figures 4.1 and 4.2 present the geographic distribution of the 5,074 Somali-speaking students in 
the TDSB.  Figure 4.1 shows the density of students based on where the student lives and the 
Families of Schools boundaries. Figure 4.2 shows the number of Somali-speaking students by 
Ward, based on where the student attends school. The highest concentration of Somali-
speaking students is in the north western part of the city. 
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Figure 4.1: Number of TDSB Somali-speaking Students by Families of Schools, 
March 31, 2014 

 

Figure 4.2: Number of TDSB Somali-speaking Students by Ward, March 31, 2014 
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Socio-demographic Information, March 31, 2014 
The demographic information from the School Information Systems (SIS) reflects three 
reporting processes October 31, March 31, and June 30 of each school year. In the Toronto 
District School Board’s (TDSB) SIS there are approximately 80 different languages spoken by 
TDSB students. In general, English-speaking students are the largest group, accounting for 45% 
of TDSB students. There were 5,074 Somali-speaking students present in the Toronto District 
School Board as of March 31, 2014 (see Table 4.2). This was a slight decline from the 5,268 
students present in the TDSB approximately a year earlier, as of May 2013.  

Table 4.2: Demographic Overview of Somali-speaking and TDSB Students, 
March 31, 2014 

 
 

Somali-speaking Students 
March 31, 2014 

TDSB Students 
March 31, 2014 

Number of Students 5,074 (2% of TDSB total) 249,550 

Top Four Regions of Birth 1. Canada (82%) 
2. Eastern Africa (14%) 
3. Western Asia (2%) 
4. United States (1%) 

1. Canada (76%) 
2. South Asia (6%) 
3. Eastern Asia (5%) 
4. Western Asia (3%) 

Gender Breakdown 49% Male 
51% Female 

52% Male 
48% Female 

School Panel 61% Elementary 
39% Secondary 

69% Elementary 
31% Secondary 

Families of Schools  
Area of Residence 

72% Area A 
14% Area B 
8% Area C 
6% Area D 

24% Area A 
26% Area B 
25% Area C 
25% Area D 
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Student Achievement Information, 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort 

Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12  
At least half of Somali-speaking students in Grades 7 and 8 are achieving the provincial 
standard or higher (Level 3 or 4) in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics; although this 
proportion of students remains lower than that of the TDSB. Seventy per cent (70%) or more of 
TDSB students in Grades 7 and 8 are at Level 3 or 4 in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics (see 
Table 4.3).  
 

Table 4.3: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students’ Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 

 Somali-speaking Students TDSB Students  

Reading Achievement 
(748 & TDSB 30,052)* 

13% Level 0 or 1 
33% Level 2 
54% Level 3 or 4 

6% Level 0 or 1 
22% Level 2 
72% Level 3 or 4 

Writing Achievement 
(745 & TDSB 30,009) 

12% Level 0 or 1 
36% Level 2 
52% Level 3 or 4 

7% Level 0 or 1 
23% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

Mathematics Achievement 
(749 & TDSB 30,137) 

18% Level 0 or 1 
31% Level 2 
51% Level 3 or 4 

10% Level 0 or 1 
20% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is Somali-speaking 
students and the second number is the number of TDSB students. 

 
Grade 9 Credit Accumulation, Secondary Success Indicators, 2011-12  
Fifteen percent (15%) of TDSB students in Grade 9 completed fewer than eight credits by the 
end of the 2011-12 school year. Completing fewer than eight credits is strongly connected to 
not going to post-secondary within five years.1  Amongst Somali-speaking students, 25% of the 
students completed fewer than eight credits by the end of the 2011-12 school year which is 
10% higher than the overall TDSB percentage. 
 
Grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, 2012  
Seventy-three per cent (73%) of all first-time eligible TDSB students (including those exempted 
from the test) successfully completed the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) in the 
2012 administration. Amongst Somali-speaking students, 63% successfully completed the 
OSSLT. 
 
Graduation Rates 
English-speaking students in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort had a graduation rate of 5% lower than 
the TDSB total rate (78% compared with 83%). Somali-speaking students in the 2008 Grade 9 
Cohort had a graduation rate of 80% or just 3% lower than the TDSB rate of 83% (see Figure 
4.3). Over the years, the graduation rates for Somali-speaking students have increased. 

 
 

                                            
1
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010.  
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Figure 4.3: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students’ Overall Five Year Graduation
2
 Rates,  

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Somali-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. 

Graduation Rates and Gender 
While female Somali-speaking students continue to have a higher graduation rate than their 
male counterparts, the gap has decreased significantly since 2000. Male Somali-speaking 
students in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort had a graduation rate 4% lower than female Somali-
speaking students (78% compared with 82%). Since the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort, the graduation 
rate for Somali-speaking males has increased 36% and 17% for females (see Figure 4.4). 

Figure 4.4: Somali-speaking Students’ Five Year Graduations by Gender, 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13  

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Somali-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. 

                                            
2
 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained. 
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Grades 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 
Previous TDSB research has shown that taking a majority of Grade 9 and 10 courses in the 
Academic Program of Study (POS) is closely associated with on-time graduation and post-
secondary transitions - the bulk of both university and college registrants took Academic 
courses in Grades 9 and 10.3 Somali-speaking students had nearly the same proportion of 
students in each Program of Study as the TDSB population. Notably, Somali-speaking students 
took a majority of Academic courses and Applied courses at the same rate as TDSB students 
(see Table 4.4). 
 

Table 4.4: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students’ Grade 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12  

 Somali-speaking Students 
(N=2,254) 

TDSB Students  
(N=90,838) 

Grades 9 and 10 
Programs of Study 

66% of Somali-speaking students took 
a Majority of their courses in the 
Academic POS 

66% of students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Academic POS 

25% of Somali-speaking students took 
a Majority of their courses in the 
Applied POS  

25% of students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Applied POS 

3% of Somali-speaking students took a 
Majority of their courses in the Locally-
developed/ Essential POS  

4% of students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Locally-developed/ 
Essential POS 

6% of Somali-speaking students took a 
Majority of their courses in the No 
Identifiable POS  

5% of students took a Majority of their 
courses in the No Identifiable POS 

 
Post-secondary Pathways 
Overall, results for TDSB students in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort were 7% higher for university 
confirmations and 3% higher for college confirmations  since the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort. 
Conversely, non-application to post-secondary was 11% lower for the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort 
compared with the 2000 Grade 9 cohort (see Table 4.5).  
 
Post-secondary applications4 (2012 and 2013) showed the following results:  

 50% of the cohort confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario university 

 16% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario college 

 10% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer (many of those 
students will gain post-secondary entry in future years) for a total of 66% of the Cohort 
confirming an offer of admission from an Ontario post-secondary institute (see 
Table 4.5 and Figure 4.5). 
 

                                            
3
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010. 

4
 Direct transition or direct applicants 
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Somali-speaking students also showed marked improvement in the 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort 
over the earlier 2000-05 Grade 9 Cohort. University and college confirmations were 17% and 
7% higher, respectively and non-applications were 18% lower in 2008. 
Somali-speaking students had lower percentages of confirmed admissions to post-secondary 
than the overall TDSB results:  
 

 41% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario university, 

 20% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario college, 

 12% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer for a total of 61% 
of the cohort who confirmed an offer of admission from an Ontario post-secondary 
institute which is just 5% lower than the TDSB rate of 66% (see Table 4.5 and Figure 4.5). 
 

Table 4.5: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Pathways:  
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 Confirmed 
University 
in Ontario 

Confirmed 
College in 
Ontario 

Applied to Post-
secondary in 

Ontario with No 
Confirmation 

Did Not Apply to 
Post-secondary 

Somali-speaking 2000 (N=213) 24% 13% 18% 45% 

TDSB 2000 (N=15,371) 43% 13% 9% 35% 

Somali-speaking 2001 (N=212) 27% 16% 17% 40% 

TDSB 2001 (N=15,798) 43% 13% 10% 34% 

Somali-speaking 2002 (N=229) 30% 14% 14% 42% 

TDSB 2002 (N=16,173) 44% 14% 10% 32% 

Somali-speaking 2003 (N=251) 29% 13% 18% 40% 

TDSB 2003 (N=16,862) 44% 14% 9% 33% 

Somali-speaking 2004 (N=235) 36% 16% 16% 32% 

TDSB 2004 (N=16,010) 46% 14% 10% 30% 

Somali-speaking 2005 (N=257) 41% 10% 15% 34% 

TDSB 2005 (N=15,925) 47% 14% 10% 29% 

Somali-speaking 2006 (N=267) 37% 10% 15% 38% 

TDSB 2006 (N=16,364) 47% 14% 10% 29% 

Somali-speaking 2007 (N=329) 32% 13% 16% 39% 

TDSB 2007 (N=16,549) 48% 12% 11% 29% 

Somali-speaking 2008 (N=381) 41% 20% 12% 27% 

TDSB 2008 (N=16,409) 50% 16% 10% 24% 

 

Post-secondary confirmations have increased 25% for Somali-speaking students between the 
2000-05 Grade 9 Cohort and the 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort. In comparison, the percentage of the 
overall TDSB post-secondary confirmations has increased 10% over the last nine cohorts (56% 
in 2000 to 66% in 2008) (see Figure 4.5). 
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Figure 4.5: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Confirmations,  
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13  

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Somali-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. 
 
Annual Suspension Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, 1% of TDSB students in Junior Kindergarten (JK) to Grade 6, 3% of 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 4% of students in Grades 9 to 12 were suspended over the school 
year.  Amongst Somali-speaking students this was 1% for students in JK to Grade 6, 5% for 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 7% for students in Grades 9 to 12. Thus, suspension rates for 
Somali-speaking students was the same as the TDSB total for students in JK to 6 and higher than 
the TDSB total for students in Grades 7 and 8 and students in Grades 9 to 12.  
 

Absenteeism Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, Somali-speaking students had absenteeism rates higher than the 
TDSB population in the elementary school panel (JK/SK and Grades 1 to 8) but had lower 
absenteeism rates than the TDSB population in the secondary school panel (Grades 9 to 12).  
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Special Education Needs, School Information Systems, 2013-14 
The percentage of Somali-speaking students who were identified as Gifted is lower than the 
TDSB population. Somali-speaking students are also more represented in Non-identified Special 
Education Needs and/or had an Individual Education Plan (IEP) only (see Table 4.6). 

 

Table 4.6: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students with Special Education Needs, 2013-14  

 Somali-speaking Students 
(N=5,074) 

TDSB Students 
(N=249,550) 

Special Education Needs ~0% Identified as Gifted 3% Identified as Gifted 

83% Students without Special 
Education Needs 

83% Students without Special 
Education Needs 

6% Identified with Exceptionalities 
(excl. Gifted) 

6% Identified with Exceptionalities 
(excl. Gifted) 

11% Non-identified Special 
Education Needs and/or IEP Only 

8% Non-identified Special 
Education Needs and/or IEP Only 

 

 

 
 



Aboriginal Education 
 

SECTION 5: THE TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S STUDENT GROUP OVERVIEWS,  
SPANISH-SPEAKING STUDENTS 

45 

 

SECTION 5: THE TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S STUDENT GROUP 
OVERVIEWS, SPANISH-SPEAKING STUDENTS 

 

Executive Summary 
The Student Group Overviews were created to share achievement information for groups of 
students who have shown gaps when compared to overall Toronto District School Board (TDSB) 
results.  Overviews have been created for students with Aboriginal Heritage, Afghan students, 
and students speaking Portuguese, Somali, and Spanish. The Overviews show how progress has 
been made in certain areas, and how many achievement gaps have decreased over time. 
 

Key findings for Spanish-speaking Students: 
 Spanish-speaking students had a graduation rate of 73% in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort; 10% 

lower than the overall TDSB results. 

 There has been a 27% increase in the graduation rate for Spanish-speaking students 
between the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort and the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort. 

 Post-secondary confirmations have increased for Spanish-speaking students by 17% (30% 
up to 47%) between the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort and 2008 Grade 9 Cohort; TDSB had a 10% 
increase.  

 In the 2011-12 school year, absenteeism rates was about 5% higher for Spanish-speaking 
students when compared to the overall TDSB results across all grade ranges. 

 In the 2011-12 school year, a lower percentage of Spanish-speaking students took a 
majority of courses in the Academic Program of Study (47%) and a higher percentage took 
Applied (39%) when compared to the overall TDSB results (66% Academic and 25% Applied). 

  
The TDSB continues to make concentrated efforts in uncovering and overcoming achievement 
or opportunity gaps amongst particular groups of students. It is hoped that trend analysis of 
achievement levels will help the TDSB in achieving student success for all. 
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Information from the Toronto District School Board’s 2011-12 Student and  
Parent Census 
The relationship of race and language is strong, but not absolute. Of the 2,433 students who 
completed the Toronto District School Board’s (TDSB) 2011 Student Census and either 
identified themselves as Latin American or spoke Spanish at home, two thirds of  these 
students (67%) both identified themselves as Latin American and that they also spoke Spanish 
at home.  Of the 1,839 Spanish-speaking students, 82% identified themselves as Latin American, 
11% as Mixed, 4% as White, and 2% as Black.  Of the 2,080 students who identified themselves 
as Latin American, 79% spoke Spanish at home, 15% spoke English, while 6% spoke Portuguese.  
 
The percentage of parents of Spanish-speaking students who had a post-secondary education 
was 60% (39% university and 21% college); 10% lower than the percentage for the TDSB overall 
(51% university and 19% college) (see Table 5.1). Seventy two per cent (72%) of Spanish-
speaking students lived with both parents which was lower than the TDSB’s overall family 
structure results (see Table 5.1).  
 

Table 5.1: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students, Family Structure and Parental Education, 
TDSB’s 2011 Student Census 

 Spanish-speaking Students TDSB Students 

Family Structure  
(2,433 & TDSB 190,618)* 

72% Two Parents 80% Two Parents 

Parental Education  
(2,433 & TDSB 190,618) 

1% None 
2% Elementary School 
21% High School 
21% College 
39% University 
16% I don’t know 

1% None 
1% Elementary School 
15% High School 
19% College 
51% University 
13% I don’t know  

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Spanish-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. 

 

Maps of Spanish-speaking Students, March 31, 2014 
Figures 5.1 and 5.2 present the geographic distribution of the 5,0681 Spanish-speaking students 
in the TDSB.  Figure 5.1 looks at the density of students based on where the student lives and 
the Families of Schools (FOS) boundaries. Figure 5.2 shows the number of Spanish-speaking 
students by Ward, based on where the student attends school. The highest concentration of 
Spanish-speaking students is in the north western part of the city.  
 
 
 

                                            
1
 This number of 5,068 Spanish-speaking students has been collected from the TDSB’s School Information Systems as of March 

31, 2014. The lower number of Spanish-speaking students (2,433), referenced in the first paragraph on this page, has been 
collected from the TDSB’s 2011 Student Census. Although the data source and dates differ, both are valid for comparative uses 
in this report. 
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Figure 5.1: Number of TDSB Spanish-speaking Students by Families of Schools, 
March 31 2014 

 

 
Figure 5.2:  Number of TDSB Spanish-speaking Students by Ward, March 31, 2014 
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Socio-demographic Information, March 31, 2014 
The demographic information from the School Information Systems (SIS) reflects three 
reporting processes October 31, March 31, and June 30 of each school year. In the TDSB’s 
School Information Systems there are approximately 80 different languages spoken by TDSB 
students. In general, English-speaking students are the largest group, accounting for 45% of 
TDSB students. There were 5,068 Spanish-speaking students present in the TDSB as of March 
31, 2014 according to the TDSB’s SIS (see Table 5.2). This was slightly less than the 5,132 
Spanish-speaking students present in the TDSB less than a year earlier, by the end of June 2013. 

Table 5.2: Demographic Overview of Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students,  
March 31, 2014 

 Spanish-speaking Students  
March 31, 2014 

TDSB Students 
March 31, 2014 

Number of Students 5,068 (2% of TDSB total) 249,550 

Top Four Regions of Birth 1. Canada (64%) 
2. Central/South America & Mexico (24%) 
3. Non-English speaking Caribbean (5%) 
4. United States (4%) 

1. Canada (76%) 
2. South Asia (6%) 
3. Eastern Asia (5%) 
4. Western Asia (3%) 

Gender Breakdown 53% Male 
47% Female 

52% Male 
48% Female 

School Panel 67% Elementary 
33% Secondary 

69% Elementary 
31% Secondary 

Families of Schools  
Area of Residence 

43% Area A 
32% Area B 
12% Area C 
13% Area D 

24% Area A 
26% Area B 
25% Area C 
25% Area D 

Student Achievement Information, 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort 

Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 
More than half of Spanish-speaking students in Grades 7 and 8 are achieving at the provincial 
standard or higher (Level 3 or 4) in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics; although this 
proportion of students remains lower than that of the overall TDSB in these subjects. Seventy 
per cent (70%) or more of TDSB students in Grades 7 and 8 are at Level 3 or 4 in Reading, 
Writing, and Mathematics (see Table 5.3). 

Table 5.3: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students’ Grades 7 and 8 Achievement, 2011-12 

 Spanish-speaking Students TDSB Students  

Reading Achievement 
(497 & TDSB 30,052)* 

9% Level 0 or 1 
32% Level 2 
59% Level 3 or 4 

6% Level 0 or 1 
22% Level 2 
72% Level 3 or 4 

Writing Achievement 
(496 & TDSB 30,009) 

10% Level 0 or 1 
35% Level 2 
55% Level 3 or 4 

7% Level 0 or 1 
23% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

Mathematics Achievement 
(499 & TDSB 30,137) 

18% Level 0 or 1 
30% Level 2 
52% Level 3 or 4 

10% Level 0 or 1 
20% Level 2 
70% Level 3 or 4 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is Spanish-speaking 
students and the second number is the number of TDSB students. 
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Grade 9 Credit Accumulation, Secondary Success Indicators, 2011-12 
Fifteen percent (15%) of TDSB students in Grade 9 completed fewer than eight credits by the 
end of the 2011-12 school year. Completing fewer than eight credits is strongly connected to 
not going to post-secondary within five years2. Amongst Spanish-speaking students, 26% 
completed fewer than eight credits by the end of the 2001-12 school year, which is 11% higher 
than the overall TDSB percentage. 
 

Grade 10 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, 2012 
Seventy-three (73%) of all first-time eligible TDSB students (including those exempted from the 
test) successfully completed the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) in the 2012 
administration. Amongst Spanish-speaking students, 61% successfully completed the OSSLT; 
10% lower than the TDSB total. 
 

Graduation Rates 
Spanish-speaking students are amongst students with the highest risk in terms of graduation 
compared to the other language groups within the TDSB. As shown in Figure 5.3, the current 
TDSB’s 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort graduation rate3 is 83%. Results for Spanish-speaking students 
in the TDSB’s 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort had a graduation rate of 73% which was 10% lower than 
the overall TDSB 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort graduation rate of 83%. There has been a steady 
improvement in the graduation rates for Spanish-speaking students across the nine Cohort 
groups (see Figure 5.3). 

Figure 5.3: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students’ Overall Five Year Graduation
4
 Rates,  

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number represents Spanish-
speaking students and the second number represents TDSB students. 

                                            
2
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010.  

3
 These students graduated high school within five years.  

4
 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.     
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Graduation Rates and Gender 
While female Spanish-speaking students continue to have a higher graduation rate than male 
Spanish-speaking students, this gender gap has decreased since 2000. Looking at the 2008-13 
Grade 9 Cohort data, male Spanish-speaking students had a graduation rate of 12% lower than 
female Spanish-speaking students (67% compared with 79%). In comparison, the 2000-05 
Grade 9 Cohort had a male graduation rate of 39% and 54% for females; a gap of 15% (see 
Figure 5.4). 

Figure 5.4: Spanish-speaking Students’ Five Year Graduations
5
 by Gender, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is female students and 
the second number is the number of male students. 

 

Grades 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 
Previous TDSB research has shown that taking a majority of Grade 9 and 10 courses in the 
Academic Program of Study (POS) is closely associated with on-time graduation and post-
secondary transitions - the bulk of both university and college registrants took Academic 
courses in Grades 9 and 106. A lower proportion of Spanish-speaking students took courses in 
the Academic Program of Study and a higher proportion took courses in other Programs of 
Study. Compared with the overall TDSB Programs of Study: 47% of Spanish-speaking students 
took a majority of their courses in the Academic POS, 39% took Applied, 6% took Locally-
developed/Essentials, and 7% took no identifiable Program of Study in Grades 9 and 10 (see 
Table 5.4).   

 

                                            
5
 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.   

6
 Robert S. Brown, “The Grade 9 Cohort of Fall 2004”. Toronto, Toronto District School Board, 2010. 
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Table 5.4: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students’ Grades 9 and 10 Programs of Study, 2011-12 

 Spanish-speaking Students  
(N = 2,125) 

TDSB Students  
(N=90,838) 

Grades 9 and 10 
Programs of Study 

47% of Spanish-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Academic POS 

66% of Spanish-speaking students 
took a Majority of their courses in 
the Academic POS 

39% of Spanish-speaking 
students took a Majority of their 
courses in the Applied POS 

25% of Spanish-speaking students 
took a Majority of their courses in 
the Applied POS 

6% of Spanish-speaking students 
took a Majority of their courses 
in the Locally-
developed/Essentials POS 

4% of Spanish-speaking students 
took a Majority of their courses in 
the Locally-developed/Essentials 
POS 

7% of Spanish-speaking students 
took a Majority of their courses 
in the No Identifiable POS 

5% of Spanish-speaking students 
took a Majority of their courses in 
the No Identifiable POS 

 

Post-secondary Pathways 
Overall results for TDSB students in the 2008 Grade 9 Cohort were 7% higher for university 
confirmations and 3% higher for college confirmations respectively than the rates from the 
2000 Grade 9 Cohort. Conversely, non-application to post-secondary was lower by 11% for the 
2008 Grade 9 Cohort as compared with the 2000 Grade 9 Cohort.  
 
Post-secondary applications7 (2012 and 2013) showed the following results:  

 50% of the cohort confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario university, 

 16% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario college, and 

 10% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer (many of those 
students will gain post-secondary entry in future years) for a total of 66% of the cohort 
confirming an offer of admission from an Ontario post-secondary institute (see 
Table 5.5 and Figure 5.5). 

 
Spanish-speaking students also showed marked improvement in the 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort 
over the 2000-05 Grade 9 Cohort. University and college confirmations were 28% and 19%, 
respectively and non-applications were 16% lower in the 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
7
 Direct transition or direct applicants 
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Spanish-speaking students had lower percentages of confirmed admission to post-secondary 
than the overall TDSB results: 

 28% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario university, 

 19% confirmed an offer of admission to an Ontario college, and 

 8% applied to a post-secondary institute, but did not confirm an offer. 
 

This was a total of 47% of the cohort confirming an offer of admission from an Ontario post-
secondary institute which is 19% lower than the overall TDSB rate of 66% (see Table 5.5 and 
Figure 5.5). 
 

Table 5.5: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Pathways: 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 
Confirmed 
University 
in Ontario 

Confirmed 
College in 
Ontario 

Applied to Post-
secondary in 

Ontario with No 
Confirmation 

Did not Apply to 
Post-secondary 

Spanish-speaking 2000-05 (N=244) 17% 13% 9% 61% 

TDSB 2000-05 (N=15,371) 43% 13% 9% 35% 

Spanish-speaking 2001-06 (N=271) 16% 13% 9% 62% 

TDSB 2001-06 (N=15,798) 43% 13% 10% 34% 

Spanish-speaking 2002-07 (N=267) 19% 11% 9% 61% 

TDSB 2002-07 (N=16,173) 44% 14% 10% 32% 

Spanish-speaking 2003-08 (N=294) 17% 15% 8% 60% 

TDSB 2003-08 (N=16,862) 44% 14% 9% 33% 

Spanish-speaking 2004-09 (N=282) 23% 15% 9% 53% 

TDSB 2004-09 (N=16,010) 46% 14% 10% 30% 

Spanish-speaking 2005-10 (N=310) 18% 19% 11% 52% 

TDSB 2005-10 (N=15,925) 47% 14% 10% 29% 

Spanish-speaking 2006-11 (N=321) 20% 16% 10% 54% 

TDSB 2006-11 (N=16,364) 47% 14% 10% 29% 

Spanish-speaking 2007-12 (N=303) 24% 13% 8% 55% 

TDSB 2007-12 (N=16,549) 48% 12% 11% 29% 

Spanish-speaking 2008-13 (N=306) 28% 19% 8% 45% 

TDSB 2008-13 (N=16,409) 50% 16% 10% 24% 
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Post-secondary confirmations8 for Spanish-speaking students were 30% from the TDSB’s 2000-
05 Grade 9 Cohort and increased to 47% for the TDSB’s 2008-13 Grade 9 Cohort; an increase of 
17% over nine cohorts. In comparison, the percentage of the overall TDSB post-secondary 
confirmations increased 10% over the last nine cohorts (56% in 2000 to 66% in 2008) (see 
Figure 5.5). 
 

Figure 5.5: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Confirmations, 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 

*The data inside the brackets represents the number of students in the cohort group. The first number is Spanish-speaking 
students and the second number is the number of TDSB students. 

 

Annual Suspension Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, 1% of TDSB students in Junior Kindergarten (JK) to Grade 6, 3% of 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 4% of students in Grades 9 to 12 were suspended over the school 
year. Amongst Spanish-speaking students this was 1% for students in JK to Grade 6, 5% for 
students in Grades 7 to 8, and 3% for students in Grades 9 to 12. Thus, suspension rates for 
Spanish-speaking students were the same as the TDSB total for students in JK to Grade 6, higher 
for Grades 7 to 8 and slightly lower in secondary school.   

 
Absenteeism Rates, 2011-12 
In the 2011-12 school year, Spanish-speaking students had higher absenteeism rates when 
compared to the overall TDSB across all grade ranges. In JK-Senior Kindergarten (SK), Spanish-
speaking students had an absenteeism rate of 14% compared to the overall TDSB rate of 9%. 
Spanish-speaking students in Grades 1 to 8 had an absenteeism rate of 9% compared to the 

                                            
8
 Post-secondary confirmation is defined as a university or college confirmation in Ontario. 
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overall TDSB rate of 6%. Lastly, Spanish-speaking students in Grades 9 to 12 had an 
absenteeism rate of 15% compared to the TDSB rate of 10%. 
 

Special Education Needs, School Information Systems, 2013-14 
The percentage of Spanish-speaking students having a record of a Gifted exceptionality (~0%) is 
lower than the overall TDSB percentage. The percentage of Spanish-speaking students being 
recorded in the category of non-identified students with Special Education Needs (SEN) and/or 
students having an Individual Education Plan (IEP) only is 11% and exceptionalities excluding 
Gifted is 6%. These results are higher than the overall TDSB percentage of students being 
recorded as non-identified students with SEN and/or students having an IEP only (8%). The 
percentage of Spanish-speaking students without a record of SEN is 83%; equal to the overall 
TDSB percentage (see Table 5.6). 
 

Table 5.6: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students with Special Education Needs, 2013-14 

 Spanish-speaking Students 
(N=5,074) 

TDSB Students  
(N=249,550) 

Special Education Needs ~0% Identified Gifted 3% Identified Gifted 

83% Students Without Special 
Education Needs 

83% Students Without Special 
Education Needs 

6% Exceptionalities (excl. Gifted) 6% Exceptionalities (excl. Gifted) 

11% Non-identified Special Needs 
and/or IEP Only 

8% Non-identified Special Needs 
and/or IEP Only 
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SECTION 2: AFGHAN STUDENTS 
 

Figure 2.3:  Afghan and TDSB Students Overall Five Year Graduation Rates, 
Grade 9 Cohort 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 
 

Figure 2.4: Afghan Five Year Graduations by Gender, 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13
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Figure 2.5:  Afghan Students, Five Year Post-secondary Pathways, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 
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SECTION 3: PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING STUDENTS 
 

Figure 3.3: Portuguese-speaking and TDSB Students Overall Five Year Graduation
1
 Rates, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1
 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.     
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Figure 3.4: Portuguese-speaking Students Five Year Graduations
2
 by Gender, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
2
 Graduation is as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.     
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Figure 3.5: Portuguese-speaking and Overall TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Pathways, 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 
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SECTION 4: SOMALI-SPEAKING STUDENTS 
 

Figure 4.3: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students Overall Five Year Graduation
3
 Rates, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

Figure 4.4: Somali-speaking Students Five Year Graduations by Gender, 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 

  

                                                      
3
 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained. 
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Figure 4.5: Somali-speaking and TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Pathways,  

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13   
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SECTION 5: SPANISH-SPEAKING STUDENTS 
 

 

 

Figure 5.3: Spanish-speaking and TDSB Students Overall Five Year Graduation
4
 Rates, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 
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 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.     
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Figure 5.4: Spanish-speaking Students: Overall Five Year Graduations
5
 by Gender, 

Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 
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 Graduation is defined as having a record of Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 30+ credits obtained.   
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TDSB 2006-11 (7,954 & Male 8,411)

58% 72% 75% 83%

Spanish-speaking 2007-12 (137 & Male 166)
TDSB 2007-12 (7,907 & Male 8,642)

60% 65% 77% 83%

Spanish-speaking 2008-13 (143 & Male 163)
TDSB 2008-13 (7,801 & Male 8,608)

67% 79% 79% 87%
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Figure 5.5: Spanish-speaking and Overall TDSB Students, Five Year Post-secondary Confirmations, 
Grade 9 Cohorts 2000-05 to 2008-13 
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Did not Apply to Post-secondary 60.7% 61.6% 61.0% 59.5% 53.2% 52.3% 53.9% 55.4% 45.4%

Applied to Post-secondary in
Ontario with no Confirmation

9.4% 9.2% 9.0% 8.2% 9.2% 10.6% 9.7% 8.3% 7.8%

Confirmed College in Ontario 12.7% 13.3% 10.5% 15.3% 14.9% 19.0% 15.9% 12.9% 18.6%

Confirmed University in Ontario 17.2% 15.9% 19.5% 17.0% 22.7% 18.1% 20.6% 23.4% 28.1%
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